
 
 
 

Decisions that affect public lands and future generations deserve careful deliberation–not 
reckless exploitation. 

As leaders of faith, we urge members of Congress to oppose the use of the Congressional 
Review Act (CRA) to overturn the current management plan for Grand Staircase–Escalante 
National Monument. If revisions are needed, they should be pursued through dialogue, debate, 
and collaboration—processes that reflect prudence and respect for public participation. 
 
The CRA would nullify the existing management plan and endanger any possible future 
protections. The current plan reflects years of scientific study, public comment, and Tribal 
consultation. The CRA, by contrast, would reverse that work through an expedited legislative 
end-run. This excuse for “legislation” is bad enough on its face; but even worse in the long run:  
By design it will render any good faith efforts to adopt future protections virtually impossible.  
 
Grand Staircase Escalante National Monument was established in 1996 under the Antiquities 
Act.  The national monument contains fragile desert ecosystems, rare species, and cultural sites 
sacred to Tribal nations – Diné (Navajo Nation), Hopi Tribe, Kaibab Band of the Paiute Indians, 
Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah, Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, Zuni Tribe and others.  Its protection is a 
tangible matter of environmental stewardship, and sacred accommodation for the spiritual and 
cultural heritage of all Indigenous people.  
 
As faith leaders in the American west, we urge the public and members of Congress to consider 
the wealth of history represented by this landscape and its name. Escalante is the eponym that 
honors Silvestre Vélez de Escalante, the Franciscan priest who traveled through the region in 
1776 alongside Francisco Domínguez, and who authored the earliest accounts of their epic 
journey.   
 
The monument’s name reflects an historical presence in this land 250 years ago and 
underscores the long-standing relationship between faith and our obligation as people of faith 
to care for creation. In Laudato Si’, Pope Francis reminded us that the Earth is “our common 
home” and that we have no right to ravage it for short-term gain. Weakening existing 
safeguards of the national monument risks long-term consequences for its fragile ecosystem. 
 
We therefore urge Congress to reject this misapplication of the CRA, and to uphold a careful, 
participatory approach to managing Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument.  
Stewardship requires patience, responsibility, and a commitment to the common good.  
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